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administration in this department, it is necessary to review the condition of affairs in the South and at Washington at that time.
The great question which then confronted the victo-rious North was that of the reconstruction of the Union. The Southern armies had surrendered and the Southern States were still unreconstructed territories under military government. It was apparent to nil who had in view the welfare of the country, that the sooner these revolted States could resume their former loyal relations to the general government, the sooner would the ravages of war be obliterated, and prosperity to the whole country return. Various conflicting inter-ests, mainly political, but some of them arising in the minds of disinterested men, through fear of the conse-quences of too sudden restoration of the Southern States to participation in the Federal power, con-tributed to delay and tended to a lengthened probation. Under these conflicting influences, reconstruction ( !'               progressed slowly. By the summer of 1865, however,
all the  lately  insurgent States  had governments  of some sort that were recognized at Washington, and the f                impression prevailed that, under the policy of Presi-
|                dent Johnson, they would soon resume their proper
I                places  as  loyal  members of the Union.    Before the
;,               meeting  of the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,   each  of the
;                States  in which provisional governments  had   been
I                established had elected and inaugurated a permanent
\                government displacing the provisional appointments.
)                In all cases the ordinance of secession was annulled or
repealed by the State convention, slavery was forever often perilled hia life to' save the, Union, by charging upon him misconduct for having in Home way participated in that act which that whole party demanded and approved at the time!
